Mid-latency auditory-evoked responses and sensory gating in focal epilepsy: a preliminary exploration.
The relationship between epilepsy and psychosis is not well defined. Sensory gating is a possible endophenotype for psychosis, and has not been fully examined in epileptic patients. The authors examined 29 patients with focal epilepsy who were on antiepileptic medications, and 29 age-matched healthy comparison subjects, using a paired-stimulus (S1-S2) paradigm. P50 and N100 amplitudes or gating did not differ between the groups. The P200 was significantly smaller and did not gate as well in epileptic patients. Though alteration of sensory gating can be demonstrated in epileptic patients, it seems to be qualitatively different from alterations reported in association with schizophrenia.